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UTTOXETER 

URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

ANNUAL  REPORTS 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

AND 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR, 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1925. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  submitting-  the  Annual  Report 
of  Health  and  Sanitary  Conditions  of  the  Town  during  the 
year  1925. 

The  Area  of  the  district  is  970  acres,  the  population 
5361.  Rateable  value  ;^28304  9s.  Od.  Land  ;^1867 

10s.  Od.  Buildings  ;£^26436  19s.  Od.  Id.  Rate  produces 
;^90.  Out-door  relief  ;^686  2s.  2d. 
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Deaths. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  registered,  of  civilians 
only,  occuring  in  the  Town  during  1925  is  65,  of  which  36 
were  males  and  29  were  females. 

The  death  rate  for  the  past  year  was  10.1  per  1000 
inhabitants,  the  average  death  rate  of  towns  of  similar  size 
being  11.2  per  1000  inhabitants. 

The  principal  causes  of  death  were  : — Five  from  tuber¬ 
culosis  of  the  lungs,  five  from  cancer  or  maligant  diseases, 
three  from  cerebal  hemorrhage,  five  from  heart  disease,  one 
from  bronchitis,  eighteen  from  pneumonia,  one  from  other 
respiratory  diseases,  two  from  acute  nephritis,  ten  from  other 
defined  diseases.  One  inquest  was  held  during  the  last 
year. 

Of  persons  who  passed  away  during  1925  ;  —  Six 
people  lived  to  the  age  of  60,  five  between  65  and  7'*,  six 
between  70  and  75,  seven  between  75  and  80,  four  over  80 
years  of  age,  three  between  85  and  90,  and  one  died  at  90 
years  of  age. 


Births. 

The  total  number  of  births  registered  in  the  Urban 
D  istrict  during  the  year  1925  was  101,  of  which  54  were 
males,  and  M  were  females  ;  8  illegitimate  children  were 

born,  two  of  them  were  boys  and  six  of  them  were  girls. 
The  birth  rate  of  the  district  is  18.2  per  1000  inhabitants,  the 
average  birth  rate  for  similar  sized  districts  is  18.3  per  1000 
inhabitants. 

Three  infants  died  under  one  year  of  age,  none  of 
which  were  illegitimate. 

The  death  rate  of  infants  being  29.7  per  1000  children 


born. 
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Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases. 

Thirty-three  notifications  of  Infectious  disea^ses  have 
been  received  during  the  past  year.  Three  of  Scarlet  Fever, 
twenty-three  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  three  cases  of 
Erysipelas,  and  one  case  of  Diphtheria. 

The  District  is  not  provided  with  an  Isolation  Hospital 
but  arrangements  have  been  made  with  Etwall  Isolation 
Hospital  to  receive  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  when  necessary. 
Two  cases  c'tf  scarlet  fever  have  been  removed  during'  the 
year.  Arrangenients  have  been  made  with  Stafford  for  the 
Isolation  of  Small  Pox  cases  occuring  in  the  district. 

The  following  Schools  were  closed  during  the  past 
year  : — Church  of  England,  Bradley  Street,  closed  from  Feb¬ 
ruary  20th  until  March  26th  on  account  of  Influenza.  The 
Infants’  department  was  closed  from  May  15th  to  June  1st 
on  account  of  an  outbreak  of  Measles. 

The  Heath  County  Council  Schools  were  closed  from  March 
9th  until  March  I  (ah  on  account  of  Influenza  colds. 

The  Catholic  Schools  were  closed  from  March  2nd  until 
March  16th  on  account  of  Influenza  colds. 

With  the  idea  of  preserving  infant  life,  the  Mothers’ 
and  Babies’  Welcome  has  carried  on  its  good  work  in  the 
towm  during  the  past,  with,  I  think,  excellent  results  for  the 
well-being  of  the  Motht  rs  and  Infants. 

Lectures  of  general  interest  have  been  given  regularly 
every  fortnight  either  by  the  Nurse  in  attendance  or  the 
Medical  Officer.  The  work  is  now  carried  on  by  the  County 
Council  with  their  County  scheme  of  Maternity  and  Infant 
Welfare. 

The  supply  of  water  at  Uttoxeter  is  derived  from 
Bramshall  and  Somersal,  but  it  is  not  sufficient  in  quantity, 
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when  necessary  a  further  supply  is  obtained  by  pumping  from 
a  deep  bore  hole. 

The  water  from  these  three  sources  however  has 
proved  inefficient,  and  a  further  supply  has  been  obtained 
from  the  Quixhill  Springs.  The  scheme  is  practically 
finished  and  the  water  question  with  regard  to  Uttoxeter  is 
now  happily  at  an  end. 

The  present  system  of  sewage  disposal  is  considerably 
hampered  by  lack  of  water  supply  ;  privies  and  ash  pits  are 
still  in  existence  which  urgently  require  converting  to  W.C’s. 

Your  obedient  servant, 


THOMAS  BAMFORD. 
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Uttoxeter  Urban  District  Council. 


Town  Hall, 
Uttoxeter, 

May  17th,  1926. 


To  THE  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

Uttoxeter  Urban  District  Council. 


Sir, 

As  required  under  the  Regulations  issued  by  the  Min¬ 
istry  of  Health,  I  have  much  pleasure  in  submitting  herewith 
particulars  of  the  work  carried  out  under  the  Inspector  of 
Nuisances  Department  for  the  Year  Ending  1925. 

Although  I  am  drafting  up  this  Report,  the  actual 
work  done  was  carried  out  by  my  predecessor,  Mr.  Carr. 

Water  Supply. 

The  supplies  to  the  Town  as  a  whole  from  Bramshall 
and  Somersal  have  been  reasonably  well  maintained,  with 
the  exception  of  the  higher  parts  of  the  Town,  which  have  at 
intervals  only  had  an  intermittent  supply.  With  the  careful 
handling  of  the  available  supply,  and  the  elimination  of  waste, 
very  few  complaints  Imve  been  received.  The  Public  know¬ 
ing  that  the  new  supply  was  almost  completed,  have  con¬ 
sequently  refrained  from  complaining,  although  the  new 
scheme  was  not  completed  during  this  year,  a  certain  amount 
of  additional  water  was  available  during  the  month  of 
December. 

The  Town  is  now  supplied  from  three  sources,  namely, 
Bramshall,  Somersal  and  the  new  scheme  at  Quixhill.  The 
quality  is  excellent,  and  the  quantity  sufficient  to  meet  a 
50%  increase  in  the  population,  and  to  provide  sufficient 
water  for  any  sanitar}^  improvements  that  ma}^  be  necessary. 
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Rivers  and  Streams. 

A  careful  watch  is  kept  on  all  rivers  and  streams 
within  the  Urban  Area,  and  pollutions  have  been  found, 
caused  by  trade  liquid  wastes  from  Milk  Factories,  a  Brewery, 
a  Gas  Works  and  a  Foundry.  A  joint  Conference  was  held 
on  March  25th,  1926,  with  the  responsible  persons  for  these 
pollutions,  representatives  of  the  Council  and  from  the  Board 
of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  with  a  view  of  taking  some  joint 
action  in  the  matter. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

The  drainage  and  sewerage  of  the  whole  area  which  is 
partly  combined  and  partly  on  the  ^eperate  system  is  satis¬ 
factory.  New  sewers  have  been  laid  where  housing  develop¬ 
ments  have  occurred. 

The  Sewage  Disposal  Works  are  considered  sufhc  ent 
for  present  day  requirements,  but  if  housing  continues  and 
privy  conversions  are  tackled  on  a  large  scale,  some  extensit'iis 
at  the  works  may  be  necessary. 

The  Sewage  Works  have  to  be  kept  in  perfect  order 
in  order  to  deal  satisfactorily  with  the  sewerage,  and  replace¬ 
ment  and  mechanical  repairs  are  dealt  with  as  they  arise. 
Additional  filtering  media  is  to  be  added  to  some  of  the 
filters  during  the  next  year. 

Closet  Accommodation. 

At  present  there  exist  privies,  pail  closets  and  water 
closets,  but  with  the  accomplishment  of  the  new  scheme  of 
water  supply,  a  more  definite  polic}^  of  conversion  will  be 
pursued.  About  50  Privies  have  been  converted  during  the 
past  5  years,  the  approximate  number  of  each  type  at 
present  being  as  follows  : — Water  Closets  1000,  Privies  300, 
Pail  Closets  100. 
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Scavenging. 

All  house  refuse  and  contents  of  ash  pits  and  privies 
have  been  reg’ularly  removed  and  deposited  at  the  Public 
Refuse  Tip  on  the  outskirts  of  the  Urban  Area.  All  pails 
and  sanitary  dust  bins  are  emptied  weekly.  During-  the  past 
5  years,  some  70  additional  covered  moveable  ashbins  have 
been  provided,  and  this  number  will  increase  according  to 
the  number  of  privies  converted. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

The  general  inspection  of  the  District  is  carried  out 
systematically  and  any  defects  remedied  according!}-.  All 
complaints  are  dealt  with  immediately  they  are  received. 
The  details  are  given  under  the  heading  of  Housing,  dealt 
with  later. 

Smoke  Abatement. 

This  matter  has  been  given  particular  attention  of  late, 
and  numerous  notices  have  been  served  on  offending  persons, 
and  considerable  improvement  has  taken  place. 

Premises  controlled  by  Byelaws  Sf  Regulations. 

One  common  lodging  house,  which  is  regularly  in¬ 
spected.  Eight  slaughter  houses,  which  have  been  consider¬ 
ably  improved  under  the  Public  Health  Meat  Regulations. 

Schools. 

I'he  Schools  in  the  Urban  area  are  of  modern  con¬ 
struction  wdth  up-to-date  sanitary  conveniences,  and  adetjuate 
w^ater  supplies. 

When  a  case  of  Infectious  Disease  occurs  at  any 
school  such  patient  is  removed  to  an  Isolation  Ho>pital,  and 
the  contacts  kept  under  observation.  Where  the  outbreak 
is  inclined  to  be  general,  the  school  is  immediately  closed. 
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Housing. 

1.  The  general  housing  condition  of  the  district  is  stead¬ 
ily  improving,  and  there  are  some  40  applicants  on  the 
Council’s  Waiting  List  at  present  requiring  houses.  Every 
help  is  given  to  Private  Enterprise  re  the  Building  of  houses, 
and  during  the  year  1925,  26  houses  were  thus  built.  By  a 
system  of  Purchase  and  Life  Insurance  further  houses  are 
now  in  course  of  erection. 

2.  OvefCfOwding, — Several  cases  of  overcrowding  still 
exist,  but  are  gradually  being  dealt  with  as  additional  houses 
are  erected.  The  causes  are  shortage  of  houses  and  a 
tendency  of  two  families  to  live  together  for  economic 
purposes. 

Action  has  been  taken  in  two  cases  during  the  year 

1925, 

3.  Fitness  of  Houses. — The  general  standard  of  hous¬ 
ing  in  the  Area  is  reasonable,  excepting  in  the  parts  where 
the  unfit  houses  exist.  The  general  character  of  the  defects 
found  to  exist  in  such  cases  being  structural  dilapidation, 
inadequate  and  out  of  date  sanitary  conveniences.  About 

50%  of  such  defects  are  due  to  lack  of  proper  management 

« 

and  supervision  by  owners,  the  owners  in  many  cases  ate 
depending  on  the  receipt  of  rents  as  their  means  of  livelihood 
and  therefore  cannot  afford  to  keep  up  the  repairs  and  acts 
of  waste  and  neglect  by  the  tenants. 

3.  (a)  Under  both  the  Public  Health  Acts  and  Housing 

Acts  all  defective,  or  likely  to  be  defective  property  are  kept 
under  review,  regularly  inspected,  and  remedied  as  the  details 
under  Housing  Statistics  will  indicate,  and  owners  are  con¬ 
sulted  on  the  site,  and  informed  of  the  powers  which  will  be 
exercised  in  the  event  of  them  failing  to  carry  out  all  necessary 
repairs  to  their  property.  Tenants  are  also  interviewed  and 
warned  of  their  liabilities  and  consequences  if  they  neglect  or 
mis-use  such  property. 
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4.  Unhealthy  Afeas. — There  are  some  40  houses  exist¬ 
ing-  in  unhealthy  areas  and  as  any  of  these  become  vacant, 
the  owners  are  instructed  not  to  re-let  them,  and*  when  a 
particular  block  becomes  wholly  vacant,  steps  would  then  be 
taken  to  demolish,  and  perhaps  re-erect  new  houses  on  the 
old  site. 

5.  Bye-laws  relating"  to  these  matters  have  been  recently 
revised  and  appear  to  be  working  satisfactorily. 

6.  In  one  case  where  a  block  of  small  houses  was  in  a 
very  dilapidated  condition,  and  was  offered  for  sale,  the 
Council  purchased  same,  and  have  since  put  them  in 
tenantable  repair. 

Housing  Statistics. 

1.  (a)  26  Houses  erected  with  State  As>istance  by 

Private  Enterprise. 

(b)  Nil. 

1.  Unfit  Dwelling  Houses. 

Inspection. — (l)  Total  number  of  dwelling- 

houses  inspected  for  housing:  defects  (under 
Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts) 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were 
inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing 
(Inspection  of  District)  Regulations  (1910- 
1925)  ... 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in 
a  state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as 
to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ... 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-  houses  (exclusive  of 
those  referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub¬ 
heading)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation 


130 


61 


5 


52 
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2.  Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of  Formal 

Notice. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  162 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A.  Proceedings  under  Section  3  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1925. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were 

rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  Notice 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  Closing  Orders  became  operative  in 
pursuance  of  declarations  by  owners  of  in¬ 
tention  to  close  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

B.  Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  defects 

to  be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  de¬ 
fects  were  remedied  after  service  of  Formal 
Notice 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 

C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  11,  14  and  15, 
Housing  Act  1923. 

(l)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a 
view  to  making  of  Closing  Orders 


Nil 
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(2)  N  umber  of  dwelling-  houses  in  respect  of 

which  Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 
which  Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the 
dwelling  houses  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  Nil 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  Nil 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  Nil 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food  Supply. 

(a)  Milk  Supply. 

The  whole^omeness  of  the  milk  in  the  area  is  good 
and  adequate,  and  regular  inspections  are  made  and  notices 
served  under  the  various  Orders  for  cleansing*  and  white¬ 
washing  which  have  been  observed. 

(1)  Whenever  any  animals  are  inspected  as  being 
tuberculous  the  Veterinary  Inspector  of  the  County  is  called 
in  to  inspect  and  should  he  consider  in  conjunction  wuth  the 
Medical  Officer  that  any  animals  are  so  suffering,  they  are 
ordered  to  be  destroyed.  (See  Meat) 

(2)  No  licences  have  been  granted  for  graded  milk. 

(3)  None. 

(4)  None. 

(b)  Meat. 

(1)  Notices  have  been  obtained  from  owners  of 
Slaughter  Houses  stating  the  time  and  duration  of  Slaughter¬ 
ing,  in  order  that  the  meat  can  be  examined  at  such  time. 
Diseased  meat  and  tubercular  cattle  are  disposed  of  to  the 
holder  of  a  Knacker’s  Licence  in  the  District,  and  so  prevent¬ 
ed  from  being  sold  as  human  food. 
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(2)  -Under  the  Meat  Regulations  1924  a  more 
stringent  system  of  visits  has  been  set  up,  resulting  in 
a  considerable  improvement  generally. 

(3)  No  Public  Slaughter  H  ouses. 


In  1920. 
Registered,  Nil 
Licensed  8 
8 

(c)  Other  Foods. 


In  Jan.  1925. 
Nil 
7 
7 


In  Dec.  1925. 
Nil 
7 
7 


Regular  inspections  are  made  of  all  bakehouses  and 
improvements  in  their  sanitary  conditions  have  been  obtained. 
Perishable  goods  are  inspected  when  on  sale,  particular 
attention  is  paid  to  Stall  Holders  on  Market  Days. 


The  following  are  the  General  Inspections  made  during 


the  year  under  consideration. 

Lodging  Houses  ...  ...  ...  6 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  ...  55 

Bakeries  ...  ...  ...  ...  36 

Slaughter  Houses  ...  ...  ...  54 

Ashpit  Privies  ...  ...  ...  380 

Accumulation  of  Manure  ...  ...  12 

House  Drainage  and  Water  Closets  ...  321 

Water  Supplies,  Wells,  etc.  ...  ...  780 

Pigstyes  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Animals  kept  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Offensive  Trades  ...  ...  ...  ■ — 

Smoke  Observations  ...  ...  ...  5 

Fish,  Fruit  and  other  Trades  ...  ...  320 

Factories  and  Workshops  ...  ...  38 

I  am.  Sir, 


Yours  respectfully, 
STANLEY  S.  PROUD, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 
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